
Residents fear atomic waste storage . . 

By BOB ROSTOFF 
dl&- StqB Reporter 

A n u i e r  uf Tonn of L e w i ~ t t n ~  residenb, de- 
splpltc repeal@ mualwes a l  safety, me fearful 
of U v i ~  near ahoi~l 255,000 cubic yards or ra- 
dioactive waste r t ~ d  lesidue. 
Some resldelils rwpreswd their displeasure 

during a p~hlic f m t l ~ ~ g  at the site a t  
1587 Pletcher Road. Rut 1)cpartlnelrt o f  Energy 
(DOE) olliciels assurd then1 DO radiation was 
getUng into the rohrnunlty. 

&me spealvrs d d  Nhgm County had a 
hlgh nrte or cancer, especiaUy in the Ransm- 
vilk ares, snd thew nlrlst bc some rrmson for 
it. 

Others pointed mat. tl~rt. Ubc Town of Le- 
rpiston, whlch has the CWM Cllt?mlal Serrices 
todc waste'slle md Ule Modem Dlspmal m h  
slk, now musl live in perpctl~ity with tons of 

diowtive  material alderroot. 
Joan Gipp said rwidelrb werp'victimi ul d1i.9 

lesscJ 01 hannfill mst~ and indirrkd Irwhlon 
wj;s noL a proper cuntainnient site. John Simon 
questioned why map? ol the site showing util- 
ity loertlons could lot I w  locnted. 

Site Manager Ronald E:. Kirk, up h l r n  Oak 
R l w ,  nnr~ b r n m r  mncernr, mid the tons 
ol nutloactive maWd mrc mfdy contained in 
a clay burial site. Hc raid a ring of monilorlrrg 
welb mund the site show there Is no escape 
of rrdlmctivity. 

However, midenlf r e ~ l l ~ i d  roncenled that 
some fut~lre W ~ I I L  pallaps all earlhqtrakc, 
could ca~ae leakngc. Weal.rnb New Ywk in on 
an earthquake hull  line. 

7 h c  DOE, Kirk said, wan(s to'add a perm- 
nerll clay cap over the .material wvhii-h Is now 
co\reie<t by a five foot teyorary cap. The led- 
eta1 Envlmmenpl Protection Agency (BPA) 
end state ~e~ertrneiit  01 Envimmnental Con- 
scmation (DEC) feel safety slandards are not . . 
suflicient s t  f.hb time'lor a pemtarimi cap. . 

Kirk, sald 05 p m n t  of the mat&isl, basi- 
cally Gom the ~anha'ltari project which deed 
oped the first atomic bomb; tb& low kvel r d -  
aHon WE&. l l o w e k ,  there u e  about 6 pr- 
cent tndioactlve midues from, Belgium pro- 
duced in the Belgimn Congo war. 

Kirk sald the 6 pcic&t of tiighcr ra&oactlve 
material is the only portion in diepute'md (ha1 
EPA wan@ it. cbvered for a 10,000 @ar perlod. 
The temporary cap is rated for 60 yeur, $nd a 
permanent a p  woyd be good up (o 1,000 
years. 

Kirk mid 6 0 ~  wants b put on the -a- 
nmt cap -and);& five Rd of matqirl - and 
could a l w ~ y s  dg It u p  i l  nqhedJn,Uw Mum. 
But, he raid, there is  noother site In the coun- 
try rated to conladn for 10,000 years:. 
Some qucslbned how the radiocletive mte- 

rlal came to he In a rural &ion of UK Town 
of Lrwiston in \he first place. During World 
War 11, the U.S. Army had an wdnsn& nunu- 
f a c t e g  facility in Nbgara MIS,,, a prime . . .. :.. chcmimi industrial apa. 

The *.Army then obtained. 7,670 acres on 
Pletcher Road tq manufacture m r m d  called 
it the M e  Olrlario Ordliance Works. In l W ,  
the Manhdtan project sdentlsIs needed r dle 
to dore rarllmctive waste, and the . m y  
tliought or ib land in M l o n .  

In 1048, the ~ & r n l c  Gw Cammbbn ac- 
qulred the land and, up Lo 1876, drteontamt 
nated portions snd edd off. Bmd until Uw 
prewnt '1 01 re& remelned. Between 1980 -d 
1986, the DOE cleaned up the aqjority d t h e  
site a d  consolidated the materW In the Wadz 
Containment Stnrcturc, the clry burial ground. 
One man at t h e  public d m  sald he 

worked at the l k  when the ndioactive mate 
rial from (hc BeIgian Ccnga m e .  He ssld il 
vu a duk clludge and m e  In d e n  cham- 
P W  -. 

Kirk wnceded ' that wquhtlam regnding 
h&dling of mddPctive rnatcriah u e  much 
moie ntringwt l o b y .  
The DOE also dislrlbuled an klormative pa- 

per to try to allay public fears. The paper 
noted that radiation n e natural pu t  of the 
upkerse and dr tm fiom the eu(h itaif in 
the form of radon gns. Onlf 18 percent of radl- 
aWw b from mmr-mdc tourcea. 

Rdoactive matcrlsls m i  composed or a b n a  
thal releare en@ pcrrticles or waves ag 
they change Into man &Ie foims. T h w  par- 
Uck, and wrvw ue r e r d  to rs radiaiim. 
Radiation that has mow& i e r g y  tn disturb 
the electrical balance k the atorns of sub- 
rtanca it - thmugh h called Ionidng r d -  
slim. 
.'me!fe ur three bssk r m  or tarn- 

tion, Alph., Beta end Oaamue. Alpha parlicles 
rmcnie slowly md am stopped by sheet or ps- 
per or aldn. Bern partlck .move Sarter and can 
bc  copped by a &eel of aluminum foil. 
G u n m  madfation Is the dangaoun me, mmirsg 
at the spctd of Ught and requnng a thick 
rhield of  s0, lead or c o n m e  to stop. 
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